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Welcome Address

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

It is with pleasure that we extend a warm welcome to all participants of the
4t International Remote Conference: Science and Society, hosted by the
Beyond Sciences Initiative (BSI).

This meeting will connect research scientists, educators and trainees
around the globe - representatives from over 58 different countries. We

look forward to hearing about scientific advances from our local and
international colleagues, including the social, cultural and political contexts

in which they conduct their academic activities.

Our scientific program is once again notably interdisciplinary and
comprehensive, with specific foci on global health, cancer, chronic diseases
and biotechnology. Our goal is to enable high -caliber discussions
surrounding research and community activities in order to foster
international collaboration.

On behalf of members of Organizing Committees from BSI chapters around
the globe, we thank you for your participation in our 4 % [nternational

Remote Conference. We anticipate that this Conference will provide the
impetus for ongoing collaboration and networking.

Sincerely Yours,

The BSI Executive Team
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Welcome to Our Global Participants
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Bolivia
Dominican
Republic
Ecuador
Honduras
Puerto Rico
St. Kitts
Trinidad and
Tobago
Uruguay
Venezuela

Americas
Argentina
Brazil
Canada
Colombia
Mexico
Peru

USA
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Albania
Austria
England
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Ireland
Ttaly
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Scotland
Sweden

Ukraine
e

(Africa )
Algeria
Benin
Cameroon
Congo
Egypt
Ethiopia
Ghana
Kenya
Lesotho
Mali
Morocco
Nigeria
Rwanda
Senegal
South Africa
Sudan
Tanzania
Tunisia

\ Uganda

( Europe \

The Netherlands

Cyprus
Turkey

Asia
Bangladesh
India
China

Iraq
Kazakhstan
Pakistan
Palestine

South Korea
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Australia
Indonesia
Iran

Israel
Lebanon
Malaysia
Nepal
Philipines
Sri Lanka
Taiwan
Vietnam
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Keynote Speakers
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Dr. Stephanie Dougan , Assistant Professor, Cancer Immunology and Virology,
Dana Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School, USA. Stephanie Dougan
received her PhD in Immunology from Harvard University where she studied lipid
antigen presentation by CD1d and NKT cell development. She thenundertook a
postdoctoral fellowship with H idde Ploegh at Whitehead Institute, where she
employed somatic cell nuclear transfer and embryo manipulations for the purpose of
generating transnuclear and CRISPR genomemodified mice. Dr. Dougan joined the
faculty at Harvard Medical School and Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in 2014, where
her lab uses uniqgue mouse models to study the immune response to tumors. She is
particularly interested in tumors that do not induce a CD8 T cell response at
baseline, and has been using pancreatic cancer as a model to delop new
immunotherapies for non -T cell infiltrated tumors. Dr. Dougan is a Pew-Stewart
Scholar in Cancer Research, a Bill and Melinda Gates Global Health Innovation
Scholar, a Melanoma Research Alliance Young Investigator, and received a Pathway
to Leadership Award from the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network and AACR.

Dr. Thumbi NN the DegudyDirector (Science) and a Max Planck Research
Group Leader at the Africa Health Research Institute (AHRI) in Durban, South
Africa. He is Professor and Victor Daitz Chair in HIV/TB Research at the Nelson R.
Mandela School of Medicine, University of KwaZulu-Natal. He holds the South
African Research Chair in Systems Biology of HIV/AIDS. He is an Adjunct Professor
of Immunology and Infectious Diseases at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public
Health. He is the Program Director of the Sub-Saharan African Network for TB/HIV
Research Excellence (SANTHE), a research and capacity building initiative funded by
the Wellcome Trust. He graduated with a Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine degree
from the University of Nairobi, Kenya, and obtained a PhD in Biol ogical Sciences in
Public Health from Harvard University, United States. He was a Postdoctoral Fellow
in Virology at Harvard Medical School. He is a member of the Academy of Science of
South Africa and a fellow of the African Academy of Sciences. Dr. Ndung 6ision the
advisory board of the Global Health and Vaccination Research Programme
(GLOBVAC), The Research Council of Norway, and is a member of the External
Advisory Board of the HIV Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN).

His research interests are hostpathogen interactions, particularly immune
mechanisms of HIV and TB control. He is leading a multidisciplinary team of
researchers working in the fields of HIV and TB immunopathogenesis, vaccine
development and immune-based HIV functional cure strategies. Dr. Ndun g @&lso has
a special interest in capacity building for biomedical research in Africa.



